
ST. St  
 

 
St Andrew’s Progression of Skills for R.E.  
BELIEVING: (Making sense of the text) 

Developing skills of reading and interpretation;  
understanding how believers interpret, handle and use sacred texts; making sense of meaning of texts for adherents. 

 
YEAR 1 YEAR 2 YEAR 3 YEAR 4 YEAR 5 YEAR 6 

Remember a religious  
story and talk about it 

Say  some  things that 
people     believe 

Talk about some of the things that 
are the same for different religious 

people 

 

Recognise that God, creating 
incarnation and salvation are part of 

a ‘big story’ of the Bible. 

 

Identify at least two different types 
of text from a sacred book; for 
example, a story, a parable. A 
gospel account of Jesus’ how to 

behave. 

Tell stories from a sacred book and 
recognise a link with a concept; for 

example, creation, incarnation, 
gospel and salvation. 

Give clear, simple accounts of what 
sacred texts mean to their 

adherents. 

Describe what a believer might 
learn from a religious story 

Use the right religious words to 
describe and compare what 

practices and experiences may 
be involved in belonging to 

different religious groups 

Order at least five key concepts 
within a timeline of the Bible’s 

‘big story’. 

 

List two distinguishing features 
of at least three different types 

of sacred text; for example, 
gospel, parable, and letter. 

Make clear links between 
sacred texts and the key 

concepts studied. 

Offer suggestions about what 
texts might mean and give 
examples of what the texts 

studied mean to some of their 
adherents. 

Suggest reasons for the 
similar and different 
beliefs which people 

hold, 
 

Explain how religious 
sources are used to 
provide answers to 
important questions 

about life and morality 

 

Interpret sources and arguments, 
explaining different answers, from 

different traditions to ultimate 
questions and ethical issues 

 
Outline the timeline of the ‘big story’ 

of the Bible, explaining the place 
within it of the core concepts studied. 

Identify at least five different types of 
biblical texts, using technical terms 

accurately. 

Explain connections between sacred 
texts and the key concepts studied, 

using theological terms. 

Taking account of the context, 
suggest meaning for sacred texts 

studied, and compare their ideas with 
ways in which adherents interpret the 
texts, showing awareness of different 

interpretations. 

 

 



 
ST. ANDREW’S RE PROGRESSION GRIDS 

 
LIVING: Understanding the impact 

Examining ways in which believers respond to sacred texts and teachings,  
and how they put their beliefs into action in diverse ways within their religious community and in the world. 

 

YEAR 1 YEAR 2 YEAR 3 YEAR 4 YEAR 5 YEAR 6 
Use the right names for things 
that are special to religious 

people 

 

Recognise religious art, 
symbols and words and talk 

about them 

 

Talk about some things in 
stories that make people ask 

questions 

 

Say what some religious 
symbols stand for and say 

what some of the art 
(music, etc) is about 

 

Give at least three 
examples of ways in which 

believers use sacred 
concepts, stories and texts 
to guide their beliefs, in 

their individual lives and in 
their religious communities. 

 

Give at least three 
examples of how adherents 
to a faith put their beliefs 

into practice. 

 

Describe what a believer 
might learn from a religious 

story 

 

Use religious words to 
describe some of the 

different ways in which 
people show their beliefs 

 

Ask questions about the 
meaning and purpose of life, 

and suggest a range of 
answers which might be 

given – including by 
members of different 

religious groups 

Ask questions about who 
we are and where we 
belong, and suggest 

answers which refer to 
people who have inspired 

and influenced others 

Express religious beliefs 
(ideas, feelings, etc) in a 

range of styles and words 
used by believers and 

suggest what they mean 

Make simple links between 
sacred texts and concepts 
studied and how believers 
live in their whole lives and 

in their religious 
communities. 

Describe how believers 
show their beliefs in 

worship and in the way, 
they live. 

Describe why people 
belong to religions and 
explain how similarities 
and differences within 

and between religions can 
make a difference to the 
lives of individuals and 

communities 
 

use a wide religious 
vocabulary in suggesting 

reasons for the similarities and 
differences in forms of 

religious, spiritual and moral 
expression found within and 

between religions 

Explain why the impact of religions and 
beliefs upon individuals, communities and 

societies varies 
 

Use religious and philosophical vocabulary 
to explain religions and beliefs, explaining 
reasons for diversity within and between 

them 
 

Consider the challenges of belonging to a 
religion in the contemporary world, focusing 

on values and commitment 
 

Make clear connections between sacred texts 
and concepts studied with what adherents 

believe, how they worship and how believers 
behave in their whole lives, their church 
communities, and in the wider world. 

 

Show how believers put their beliefs into practice 
in different ways; for example in different 

denominations of Christianity. 

 
 
 
 



 
ST. ANDREW’S RE PROGRESSION GRIDS 

THINKING: Making connections 
Evaluating, reflecting on and connecting the texts and concepts studied,  

and discerning possible connections between these and pupils’ own lives and ways of understanding the world. 
 

 

YEAR 1 YEAR 2 YEAR 3 YEAR 4 YEAR 5 YEAR 6 
Talk about things that 

happen to me 

 

Talk about what I find 
interesting or puzzling 

 

Talk about what is 
important to me and to 

others with respect for their 
feelings 

 

Ask about what happens to 
others with respect for their 

feelings 

 

Think, talk and ask questions 
about whether the sacred text 
has something to say to me, 

exploring different ideas. 

 

Compare some of the things 
that influence me with those 
that influence other people 

 

Ask important questions about 
life and compare my ideas with 

those of other people 

 

Link things that are important to me 
and other people with the way I 

think and behave 

Ask questions about the 
moral decisions I and other 
people make, and suggest 
what might happen as a 

result of different decisions, 
including those made with 
reference to religious beliefs/ 

values 
 

Raise questions and suggest 
answers about how far the big 
ideas explored in the Bible and 

the concepts studied might 
make a difference to how I 

think and live. 

 

Make links between some of the 
stories and teachings in the sacred 
text and life in the world today, 
expressing some ideas of my own 

clearly. 

Give my own and others’ views 
on questions about who we are 
and where we belong and on 

the challenges of belonging to a 
religion and explain what 
inspires and influences me 

 

Ask questions about the meaning 
and purpose of life and suggest 

answers which relate to the search 
for truth and my own and others’ 

lives 

Express insight into their own and 
others’ views on questions of 

sacredness, identity and belonging, 
meaning, purpose and truth 

 

Use reasoning and example to express 
insights into the relationships between 
beliefs, authorities teachings and world 

issues 

 

Identify ideas arising from the study of 
texts and concepts, and comment on 
how far these are helpful or inspiring, 

justifying my responses. 

 

Weigh up how biblical ideas, teachings 
or beliefs relate to the issues, problems 
and opportunities of my own life and 
the world today, developing insight of 

my own. 

 

 
 


